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what the philosophers stood for in Greek life, rather than the
details of what they say, we might summarize by saying that the
Greeks were too much interested in free Inquiry into natural fact
and in the aesthetic enjoyment of nature, and were too deeply con-
scious of the extent in which society is rooted in nature and subject
to its laws, to think of bringing man and nature into conflict. Two
factors conspire in the later period of ancient life, however, to
exalt literary and humanistic studies. One is the increasingly
reminiscent and borrowed character of culture; the other is the
political and rhetorical bent of Roman life.
Greek achievement in civilization was native; the civilization
of the Alexandrians and Romans was inherited from alien sources.
Consequently it looked back to the records upon which it drew, in-
stead of looking out directly upon nature and society, for material
and inspiration. We cannot do better than quote the words of Hatch
to indicate the consequences for educational theory and practice.
"Greece on one hand had lost political power, and on the other
possessed in her splendid literature an inalienable heritage. . . .
It was natural that she should turn to letters. It was natural also
that the study of letters should be reflected upon speech. . . . The
mass of men in the Greek world tended to lay stress on that acquaint-
ance with the literature of bygone generations, and that habit
of cultivated speech, which has ever since been commonly spoken
of as education. . . . Our own comes by direct tradition from
it. It set a fashion which until recently has uniformly prevailed
over the entire civilized world. We study literature rather
than nature because the Greeks did so, and because when the
Romans and the Roman provincials resolved to educate their sons,
they employed Greek teachers and followed in Greek paths." l
The so-called practical bent of the Romans worked in the
same direction. In falling back upon the recorded ideas of the
Greeks, they not only took the short path to attaining a cultural
development, but they procured just the kind of material and
method suited to their administrative talents. For their practical
genius was not directed to the conquest and control of nature but
to the conquest and control of men.
* The Influence of Greek Ideas end Usages upon the Christian Church,,
pp. 43-44.